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T H E PHENOMENOLOGY OF LANGUAGE TEACHING

E SL  in  L o s An ge les1

0 .  INTRODUCTION. Language t e ac h i n g ta k es  o n  n e w 
d i m e n s i o n s  in L o s  A n g e l e s ,  a s  a n  i n te g r a l part o f a g r e a t 
autogenic s o c i a l  ex p e r i m e n t .  A t r ad i t i on a l  c o m p o n e n t  o f  a
s e c o n d  l a n g u a g e  cu r r i c u l u m  i s  a c o u r s e  o n  t h e  political
h i s t o r y  a nd  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  the c o u n t r y  a s  well a s  th e
m o n u m e n t s  in  l i t e r a t u r e ,  music a n d  a r t .  T h o s e 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  a nd  m o n u m e n t s  c o n s t i t u t e  the 'cultural
h o r i z o n s '  reflected i n  th e l a n g u a g e .  W e  mi gh t c a l l  tha t a
b i a s .  T h e  l a n g u a g e  c o m m u n i t y  p r e j u d g e s  r e a l i t y ,  o f f e r s  a
b o dy  o f i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  about w ha t c o n s t i t u t e s  r e a l i t y . 
T h e  l e a r n e r  i s  t au gh t  t o  t r ad e  o n e  s e t  of  biases ( i n  t h e 
f o rm  o f c o n v i c t i o n s  a n d b e l i e f s )  fo r  a n o t h e r ,  an d  i n 
d o i n g  s o  h a s  l e a r n e d ,  in  a d d i t i o n  t o  another system o f
e x p r e s s i o n ,  t ha t t h e  or i g i n a l  w ay  of  seeing the w or ld  i s 
f i r s t  of  a l l c o n d i t i o n e d  b y  so c i a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e  a nd 
s e c o n d  of  all  just o n e  o f  a t  l e a s t  tw o  co n s i s t e n t  s e t s  o f
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  Y e t ,  i n  t r ad i n g  those pre-judgments, t h e
l e a r n e r  h a s  not n e c e s s a r i l y  advanced a n y  cl o s e r  t o  th e
t r u t h  o f  th e wor ld o u t s i d e  him-/herself ( l e t ' s  s a y  beyond
c a t e g o r i z a t i o n ) .  T h a t  s t a g e  c o m e s  w he n th e r e a l i z a t i o n 
s i n k s  i n  wi th  f u ll  f o r c e  tha t a l l we  c a n  k n o w  of the
o b j e c t i v e  w or ld  outside o u r s e l v e s  i s  o u r  perception o f 
i t ,  s u b j e c t  t o  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  w h ic h  in  turn i s
conditioned by  social e n v i r o n m e n t .  I t  i s  this second a n d
m or e important s t a g e  i n  promoting inter-cultural
awareness a s a means to  self-a w a r e n e s s  t h at  th e s o c i a l 
s e t t i n g  of  L o s  Angeles ma ke s possible a s  a n  attainable
g o a l  in  a language l ea rn i ng  s i t u a t i o n .  I n  wh at  f o l l o w s  I
p u rs u e  t h r e e  t h e m e s :  why t h e g o a l  o f r e l a t i v i z i n g  o u r 
n o t i o n  o f  o b j e c t i v i t y  is a w o rt h y  o n e ,  w h y  L o s  Angeles i s 
a s o c i a l  environment c o n d u c i v e  to  t he achievement of s u c h 
a g o a l  and  ho w it c a n  b e implemented i n  th e language-
learning c l a s s r o o m . 

1.0. RELATIVIZATION. Stephan D e d a l u s ,  th e y o u n g  hero of
J o y c e ' s  P o r t r a i t  o f  t h e  A r t i s t ,  s a y s  after discovering
his vocation t ha t n e t s  o f t r ad i t i on  are f l un g  to hold back
the s o u l  fr o m  fl i g h t  a n d  th a t  he  ha s  ma d e  it  hi s  ta s k  to 
f l y  by  t h o s e  n e t s .  A cr i t i c  o n c e  c o m m e n t e d  t h a t  J o y c e  ha d 
e x i l e d  himself from his country only to spend his life
writing a b o u t  it .  I  s u s p e c t  t h a t  b y  ab s t r a c t i n g  a w a y 
f r o m  I r i s h  nationalist and Jesuit traditions, Joyce was
able to view t h e m  f o r  w h a t  t h e y  a r e ,  a  co l o r f u l 
p i g m e n t a t i o n  in  th e  f l o w  o f  li f e .  D o  w e ,  as 
D e d a l u s / J o y c e ,  n e e d  t o  fl i n g  o f f  ou r  n e t s ?  We  do ,  e v e n 
s h o u l d  w e  l a t e r  ch o o s e  to  de d i c a t e  o u r  liv es to  thei r
des cript ion, or to  don again  thei r cos tumes  a s  Wi l l i a m 
P a t h e r ,  th e  v o i c e  of  ar t  f o r  a r t ' s  s a k e  a t  th e  t u r n  o f 
t h e  c e n t u r y ,  la t e r  d o n n e d  Ca t h o l i c i s m  to  re v e l  i n  t h e
s e n s u a l  p a g e a n t r y .  T h e  r e a s o n  i s  si m p l e  a nd  l i e s  in o u r 
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s e a r c h  f o r  t r u t h ,  t o  t r ul y  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e w or ld  we
i n h a b i t ,  a nd  those w h o  inhabit i t ,  including o u r s e l v e s . 

I n  C a r t e s i a n  Me d i t a t i o n s ,  H u s s e r l  a s k s  t h e fundamental
q u e s t i o n ,  how we c a n  k n o w  t h e r e  r e a l l y  i s  a n  o b j e c t i v e 
w or ld  o u t s i d e  of  u s  and  n o t  fall i n t o  s o l i p s i s m .  T h e 
s t a r t i n g  point f o r  H u s s e r l  i s  the philosopher's s t o n e , 
s u s p e n d i n g  judgment, i n  the f or m of  a s e t  o f  c o n v i c t i o n s 
a nd  b e l i e f s ,  a n d b e c o m i n g ,  t h en ,  n o n - j u d g m e n t a l .  H u s s e r l 
takes u s  t h ro u g h  a s e r i e s  o f  meditations where h e  p u t s  u s 
in  the p o s i t i o n  w i th  him o f  n o t  kn o w i n g  whether t h e r e  i s 
a n  external r e a l i t y  a n d trying t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  h o w  w e 
arrive a t  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  that there i s .  A k e y  s t e p  c o m e s 
w h en  w e r e g i s t e r  t h e f a c t  t ha t there a r e  o t h e r s ,  n o n - 
s e l v e s ,  w h o  h a v e  their o w n  experiences o f  th e w o r l d ,  a n d 
o f  u s ,  and  c o n v i n c e  o u r s e l v e s  tha t t h es e  o t h e r s  a r e 
themselves o r i g i n a l ,  impenetrable s o u l s  a nd  not j u st 
a l t e r  e g o s .  A s a l l  w e  k n o w  o f  the wo rl d i s  o u r  p e r c e p t i o n 
of  i t ,  the wo rl d b e c o m e s  f o r  u s  "a n i d ea  tha t u n i f o r m l y 
a n d unceasingly u n i t e s  experience."2  W it h the o t h e r s 
w h o s e  se p a r a t e  id e n t i t i e s  w e  have e s t a b l i s h e d ,  w e fo r m a
t r an s c e nd e n t al  intersubjectivity w i th  wh ic h  we mutually
r e c o n s t r u c t  the o b j e c t i v e  w o r l d ,  e q ua l l y  external to  a l l 
of  u s .  I n  ma ki ng this first s t e p ,  w e h a v e  to  a c ce p t  t ha t
there a r e  o t h e r s ,  wh o s e  t h o u g h t s  and behavior d i f f e r  f r om 
o u r  o w n .  If t h ey  d i d  n o t ,  t h ey  would m e re l y  b e  a n 
extension of  ourselves and  l o s e  t h ei r  s t a t u s  a s 
impenetrable s o u l s ,  f o r c i n g  u s  back i n t o  o u r  i n i t i a l 
p o si t i o n o f s o l i p s i s m .  T h r o u g h  empathy we c o m p r e h e n d  the
concept o f  n o n- s e l f and  a w or ld  e x te r n a l to o u r 
c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  Husserl maintains that w e a c co m p l is h  t hi s
by  m o du l a t in g  o u r  o w n  t h ou g h t s and  behavior a nd  l e ar ni n g
to p o si t  "possible" h u ma n  beh a v i or  next to "actual"
behavior. O u r f i r s t  c o n c r e t e  ob j e c t i v e  world, t h e n , 
exists for u s  a s  a c u l t u r a l  c o m m u n i t y .  I t  i s th i s
community " t ha t  m ak es  the e x i s t e n c e  of  a t r an s c e nd e n t al 
and  object-filled wor ld possible." 3 N o w,  i n  the s a m e  way
that empathy e n ab l e d  an  understanding o f  o t h e r  non-selves,
it  a l s o  m a ke s  pos s i b le  the r e g i s t e r i n g  and  understanding
o f s e p a r a t e  c o m m u n i t i e s : 

I a n d  my c u l t u r e  a r e  primordial i n  r e l a t i o n 
t o  e a c h  f o r e i g n  c u l t u r e ,  accessible t o  m e
and  c u l t u r a l  c o h o r t s  t h ro u g h  a n  empathy
w i t h  t h e f o r e i g n  c u l t u r a l  c o m m u n i t y  ( p a r . 
5 8 ) 4

                                                
2 ' e i n e  u n e n d l i c h e ,  auf Unendlichkeiten e i n s t i m m i g  z u  vereinender
E r f a h r u n g e n  bezogene I d e e '  ( p a r .  2 8 ) 
3 ' e i n e  w i r k l i c h e  Ge m e i n s c h a f t ,  a n d eben d i e ,  d i e  da s  S e in  d e r  W e l t , 
e i n e r  M e n s c h e n -  a n d  S a c h e n w e l t ,  t r an s z e nd e n t al  mo eg l i c h macht.' ( p a r . 
5 6 ) 
4 ' H i e r  sind I c h  and  m e in e  K ul tu r  d a s  P r i m o r d i a l e  gegenüber j e d e r 
" f r e m d e n "  K u lt u r .  D i e s e  ist m i r an d  meinen Kulturgenossen n u r 
zugänglich in einer Art F r e m d e r f a h r u n g ,  e i n e r  A rt  Einfühlung i n  d i e 
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W e  n e e d ,  therefore , t o  g o  t h ro u g h  th e s a m e  procedure a s 
before w h en  we a r ri v e d  a t a transcendental
i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y :  by empathizing w i t h  in d i v i d u a l s  f r om 
a n o t h e r  c u l t u r e ,  w e  r e c o g n i z e  cu l t u r e  p e r s e  a s  a " m e n t a l 
p r e d i c a t e , "  a w a y of seeing the w or ld  o r  s y s t e m a t i z i n g 
e x p e r i e n c e .  A nd  just a s  th e t r ut h  of  a n  o b j e c t i v e  wo rl d
r e q u i r e d  t h e  a b il i t y  t o  s t e p  beyond o u r s e l v e s ,  t o  su s p e n d 
i n i t i a l  pre-judgments a nd  c o n v i c t i o n s ,  this second s t e p 
r e q u i r e s  s t e p p i n g  ou t s i d e  o u r  c u l t u r a l  ho r i z o n s  a nd 
multiplying o u r  i n ve n t o ry  of  possible i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of 
the w o r l d . 

T h a t  i s  not t o  a b an d o n  tha t 'primordial c o m m u n i t y '  a s 
J o y c e  d i d  n o t  a b a n d o n  h i s ,  at l e as t  in t e rm s  o f  s u b j e c t 
matter. R a t h e r  c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  e m p a t h y  enables o n e  t o  re - 
i m m e r s e  oneself i n  th e o r i g i n a l  community w i th  enhanced
u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  a s  we re-immersed o u r s e l v e s  in  o u r 
primordial s e lf  a f t e r  establishing th e existence o f 
o t h e r s .  G e r m a n s  a r e  fond o f  s a y i n g  tha t Americans " h a v e 
n o  culture." T h i s  g e n t l e  r e b u k e  becomes a n  indication of 
a s o u r c e  of A me ri c an  s t r e n g t h  w h en  vi ew e d  i n  th e light o f 
the a b o v e .  Th e  U ni te d  S t a t e s  i s  a n a t i o n  t ha t h a s  little
t o  d o  w i t h  th e L a ti n  r o o t  'n a t i o , '  b i r t h .  That i s not t o 
say tha t t h er e  i s  not a system o f  v a l u e s  tha t c o n s t i t u t e s 
the n a t i o n  o r  that tradition i s  l a c k i n g .  Bu t i t  i s  not
th e t r ad i t i on  of ' e i n  V o l k '  united by  u nif or m h e r i t a g e  and 
u ni fo r m r a c e  that m ig ra t ed  collectively to a n  a r e a , 
c l a i m i n g  it  a s  a n a t i o n  s t a t e .  P e o p l e  o f d i f f e r i n g  r a c e 
a nd  w i th  differing h e r i t a g e  ar r i v e d ,  un i t i n g  wi th  o t h e r 
immigrants a n d  inhabitants by v i r t u e  o f  s o c i a l  and 
political principle.

2.0. MULTI-ETHNIC LOS ANGELES.  California h a s ,  f r om  it s
i n c e p t i o n ,  be e n  m ar ke d  by  a multiplicity of r a c e s 
preserving t h ei r  o w n  s y s t e m s  o f cultural v a l u e s ,  w h et h e r 
t h e o r i g i n a l  In d i a n  inhabitants, th e H i s p a n i c ,  J a p a n e s e , 
Chinese., P o r t u g u e s e ,  A r m e n i a n s ,  et c .   I n  th e Southwest,
the H o p i  p r e s e r v e  t h ei r  value s y st e m  th r o u gh  c o m m u n i t y 
a nd  c e r e m o n y  o n  o r i g i n a l  Ho p i  land settled c o n t i n u o u s l y 
s i n c e  1 1 0 0 .  T o  g e t  t h e r e ,  o n e  g o e s  t hr ou g h t h e e x t e n s i v e 
N a v a j o  re s e r v a t i o n ,  w h o  m ig ra t ed  l a t e r  t o  the a r e a  and 
h a v e  their o w n  l a n g u a g e .  O n  the E as t C o a s t ,  m a y b e ,  t o  a
c e r t a i n  e x t e n t ,  America really o n c e  w a s  a m el ti n g p o t , 
but in  the W e s t ,  i n  L o s  Angeles, it h a s  b ee n an
a m a l g a m a t i o n ,  wh e r e  a multiplicity of  language, d r e s s , 
c u s t o m ,  o f  c u l t u r a l  h o r i z o n s ,  e x i s t  s i d e  by  s i d e .  T o 
h a v e  melted in o n e  wo ul d h a v e  produced the blandness o f 
th e u ni fo r m s h o p p i n g  malls i n  s m a l l  Midwestern t o w n s .  But 
t h e c o e x i s t e n c e  e n t a i l s  t h e c o n s t a n t  pr e s e n c e  o f 
'others,' of  n o n - s e l v e s  li k e  those w h o s e  pr e s e n c e  was
necessary t o  establish o u r  f i r s t  transcendental i n t e r - 
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s u b j e c t i v i t y .  T h i s  t i m e ,  w e c a n  g o  a s t e p  f u r t h e r  a nd 
establish th e m u ta b i l it y  o f  o u r  c u l t u r a l  h o r i z o n s  a s 
w e l l . 

However m a rk e d  L o s  Angeles h a s  always b e en  b y  racial
d i v e r s i t y ,  tha t diversity h a s  become m o r e  p r on o u n ce d  i n 
the l a st  t w o  d e c a d e s .  S o me  f i g u r e s  of f e r e d  by  C r a w f o r d : 
n e a r l y  2 5 %  o f  all immigrants to the United States in 1981
came to C a l i f o r n i a .  T h e  n u m b e r  o f  n o n - H i s p a n i c  w h i t e s  i n 
t h e  m a k e u p  of  th e  en t i r e  s t a t e  po p u l a t i o n  be t w e e n  1 9 7 0 
a n d  19 8 5  decreased from 78 to 63%, and the number of blacks
increased by only 1% from 6 to 7%, while the Hispanic and
Asian populations increased from 12 to 21% and from 3 to
8%, r e s p e c t i v e l y  (1 5 4 ) .  I n  th e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  of  LA 
U n i f i e d  there are pupils from 82 language backgrounds and
besides E ng li s h,  s c ho ol  cl as s es  a r e ta u gh t in Ar m en ia n ,
V ie tn a me se ,  Cantonese, Spanish, Korean and Filipino (159).

We are often exposed to the downside of this in Los
Angeles: racial hatred, gangs protecting their turf
against 'others,' drug use and despair stemming from
discrimination at all l e v e l s .  T h e  po s i t i v e  a s p e c t  o f  t h e 
s a m e  ph e n o m e n o n  i s  th e  budding awareness of a new vantage
point where we can look upon the myriad of cultural
groups surrounding us as a field of wild flowers, made
more splendid by their very diversity. A n d  f r o m  t h a t 
v a n t a g e  p o i n t  w e  ha v e  on c e  ag a i n  e n h a n c e d  ou r 
understanding of what constitutes 'true' reality.

3 . 0 .  E S L  i n  L A .  I n  t h e  l a n g u a g e  c l a s s r o o m ,  a l l  t h i s 
a l l o w s  us to give new meaning to the concept of cultural
sensitivity. It seems less important in Los Angeles to
teach American studies, as I did in West Germany, than to
t e a c h  Cu l t u r a l  A w a r e n e s s .  As  a  re s u l t ,  i n s t r u c t i o n 
b e c o m e s  more than a skills-development course--as a genuine
communicative experience between cultures it becomes part
of t h e  s o c i a l  e x p e r i m e n t  it s e l f .  T h a t  a t  l e a s t  w a s  m y 
impression of a recent course I taught at the Los Angeles
C i t y  Co l l e g e  to  st u d e n t s  fr o m  El  Sa l v a d o r ,  Ar m e n i a , 
N i ca r a g ua ,  The  Pe op l e ' s Re p ub l i c  o f  Chi n a ,  P o l a nd ,  Kor e a , 
E t hi o p i a,  Ta iw a n ,  A r g e nt i n a , Me x ic o ,  Ca m b o di a ,  Th a i l an d 
a n d E c u a d o r . 

The textbook we used, Experiences, contains a selection
of s h o r t  li t e r a r y  te x t s ,  a n n o t a t e d  b u t  no t  ed i t e d , 
c o l l e c t e d  by  Jo hn  De nn is,  i ncl ud ing  t ext s fro m Isa k
Di na sen , Ste in bec k a n d  S a r o y a n .  M a n y  o f  t h e  t e x t s  g e t  a t 
c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  s u b t l e  w a y s ,  su c h  as  t h e 
p o e m  " S n a k e "  b y  D . H .  L a w r e n c e .  I n  th e p o e m ,  Lawrence i s 
c o n f r o n t e d  wi th  th e v o i c e  of  h i s  " ac cu r se d h u m a n 
education" w h ic h  pre v e n ts  hi m f ro m s e e i n g  a s n a k e  as  a
c r e a t u r e  o f  b e a u t y  r a t h e r  t ha n a h a r b i n g e r  o f  e v i l  he  i s 
expected t o  e r a d i c a t e .  O n e  s t u d e n t  i n  c o m m e n t i n g  o n 
L a w r e n c e ' s  s t r u g g l e  i n  t h e  poem w r o t e : 
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L a w r e n c e  s t r u g g l e s  within h i ms e l f  a nd  l e t s  p ar t
of  h i s  f e e l i n g s  afloat and  s a y s :  "But m u st  I
c o n f e s s  h o w  I l i k e  him." A nd  it  i s at  this
m o m e n t  tha t L a w r e n c e  d i s c o v e r s  h i s  o w n  values
a n d  be l i e f s .  Af t e r  ob s e r v i n g  f o r  s o m e  t im e the
s n a k e ,  h e  c a n  s e e  n o w  i t s  be a u t y  and  c a n  s h o w 
h i s  r e s p e c t  at t h e  s a m e  t i me  by  w a i t i n g  f o r  th e
s n a k e  t o  g e t  th e w a t e r  f i r s t .  At tha t m o me n t  h e 
i s  n o t  judging things t h ro u g h  th e e y e s  of  s o m e 
o t h e r  p e o p l e ;  h e  i s  not c a r r y i n g  so m e b o d y 
e l s e ' s  t h o u g h t s  an y m o r e ;  h e  h a s  discovered h i s 
o w n . 

L a w r e n c e ' s  s t r u g g l e  i s  f a r  f r om  o v e r .  A t the end  of the
poem h e  t h ro w s  a l o g  a t  the s n a k e  a n d  r e g r e t s  i m me d i a te l y 
h i s  f a i l u r e  to listen t o  h i s  o w n  v o i c e .  F o r  the student
w h o  wrote the a b o v e  pa s s a g e ,  wr i t i n g  w a s  a d i s c o v e r y 
p ro ce s s,  b y  m e a n s  o f  w h ic h  s h e  a c hi e v e d a new
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  not just o f t h e p o e m ,  bu t o f h e r s e l f . 
Months l a t e r ,  n e a r  th e end o f th e c o u r s e ,  t h e  sa m e 
s t u d e n t  returned t o  the expression n o n j u dg m e n ta l  to  m ak e
a s i g n i f i c a n t  c o m m e n t  o n  a n ot h e r  wor k u n d e r  d i s c u s s i o n . 
The d i s c o v e r y  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e  v i ew p o i nt s  i s  a d i s c o v e r y  o f
s e l f .  And  th e s t u d e n t s  h a v e  ma ny  avenues s t i l l  t o 
e x p l o r e :  wh at  the s n a k e  m ig ht  r e p r e s e n t ,  especially i n 
t e rm s  o f  c u l t u r a l  n o r m s  o r  c u l t u r a l  co n d i t i o n i n g . 

Another k e y  component i n  the c o u r s e  w a s  a n excerpt from
the B il l M o y e r ' s  i n te r v i ew s  w i t h  J o s e p h  C a m p b e l l  ai re d o n
P B S  ( P u b l i c  Broadcasting S e r v i c e ) ,  T h e  P o w e r  o f  M y t h .  I n 
the h a l f - h o u r  s e g m e n t ,  C a m p b e l l  discusses th e c i r c l e  as.
a s y m b o l  of p e r f e c t i o n ,  p u tt i n g  it  in th e J u n g i a n 
framework a s  an a r c h e t y p e  o f  the c o l l e c t i v e  unconscious,
a n "expression of  t he h u m a n  psyche." H e  g o e s  o n  to
d i s c u s s  i t s  symbolic r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  t he c y c l e  o f l i f e 
in  t h e  r i t u a l s  of and s a n d  p a i n t i n g  b y  t h e N a v a j o  a nd 
Tibetan m o n k s .  T h e  p o in t  a s  C a m p b e l l  s t a t e s  it i s t h at 
"within th e e t h n i c  i d ea  [ a t t r i b u t e s  of  an  i n di v i d ua l 
c u l t u r e ]  i s  th e elementary i d e a  [ t h e  u n i v e r s a l 
c o m m o n a l i t y  o f a l l c u l t u r a l  g r o u p s ] " . 

T h e  s t u d e n t s  then w r it e  a n  e s s a y  o n  a l e ge n d  o r  r i t e  fro m
their o w n  c u l t u r e .  T h e y  s t an d  u p  t o  s h a r e  t h e f in al  d r a f t 
w i t h  the c l a s s  s o  th e i n di v i d ua l  s t u d e n t  i s i d en t i f ie d 
w i th  the e s s a y .  O n e  student c h o s e  las t s e m e s t e r  to w ri te 
a b o u t  a K o r e a n  h o l i d a y  C h o o - S o o g ,  ' A ut u m n  Evening,'
s i m i l a r  to  T h a n k s g i v i n g .  I n  th e celebration, f o o d ,  su c h 
a s  s o n g  py a n ,  a r i c e  c a k e ,  i s  p re pa r ed  to  h o no r  th e
a n c e s t o r s .  Special d i s h e s  ar e  t he n ta ke n t o the  houses o f 
n e i g h b o r s ,  w h o ,  n e v e r  r e t u r n i n g  a n  e mp ty  p l at e , 
r e c i p r o c a t e  i n  k i n d .  I n  th e q u e s t i o n  a n d a ns we r  s e s s i o n 
that f o l l o w e d ,  t h e s t u d e n t ' s  cl a s s m a t e s  became f a sc i n a te d 
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w i t h  t h e n a t u r e  of  C o n f u c i a n i s m  a n d  i t s  i m p a c t  o n  th e
r e g u l a t i o n  o f f a m i l y  a f f a i r s  i n  K o r e a .  A g e n u i n e  i n t e r e s t 
was f o s t e r e d  i n  t h e traditions r e l a t e d ,  n o t  a s  s o m e t h i n g 
f o r e i g n  t o  b e d i s t r u s t e d ,  b u t  a s  another e l e m e n t  i n  the
m u lt i - c ol o r e d mosaic of  the c l a s s r o o m ,  a m i cr o c o sm  o f  L o s 
Angeles.

Another u n i t  o n  the C i v i l  Ri g h t s  Mo v e m e n t  i n c l u d e s  a
v i d e o  s e g m e n t  f r om  th e P B S  d o c u m e n t a r y  E y e s  o n  t h e 
P r i z e  that r e e n a c t s  a n  embarrassing e r a  i n  American
h i s t o r y  w h e n  r a c i a l  h a t r e d  was expressed q u i t e  o p e n l y  a s 
p a r t  o f t h e  co l l e c t i v e  p e r c e p t i o n  t h at  to le r a t ed  n o t i o n s 
o f  r a c i a l  s u p e r i o r i t y  d e s p i t e  t h e n a t i o n a l  effort i n  th e
S e c o n d  World Wa r t o  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  s u c h  views. T h a t  no t i o n 
o f r e a l i t y  i s  d o c u m e n t e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  by  t he s c e n e s  of
n i n e  w e l l - m a n n e r e d  s t u d e n t s ,  sc r e a m e d  a t ,  t hr ea t en ed  an d
attacked b y  a n g r y  m o b s  o f p a r e n t s  an d  local c i t i z e n r y 
o u t s i d e  a h i g h  sc h o o l  i n  Li t t l e  R o c k ,  A r k a n s a s ,  u n ti l  the 
U S  Ar my  was p a r a c h u t e d  in  to  p r o v i d e  a d a i l y  escort.

T h e  C i v i l  r i g h t s  u n it  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  " A  F l y  i n 
B ut te r mi lk "  by  J a m e s  Baldwin, w h o  relativized h i s  o w n 
c u l t u r a l  horizons t h r o u g h  a nine-year s t a y  i n  Europe
where t h e  racial hatred that s u r r o u n d e d  h i s  y o u t h  i n  New
York and  N ew  Jersey was a b s e n t .  I n  th e e s s a y ,  Baldwin
g o e s  t o  th e d e e p  S ou th  w h e r e  h e  i n t e r v i e w s  the f a mi l y  of 
t h e  fi r s t  black t o  i n te g r a te  a p a r t i c u l a r  hi g h  sc h o o l , 
d e s p i t e  da i l y  taunts and  v io le n t a t t a c k s .  H e  a l s o 
interviews t h e  principle struggling to  b e d e c e n t  bu t 
t h ra s h i ng  a b o u t  i n  th e c u l t u r a l  p r ec e p t s that e n t r a p  h i m . 
I n  a d dr e s s in g  Baldwin's s t a t e m e n t s  that " s e g r e g a t i o n 
a l lo w e d  white p e o p l e  t o  c r e a t e  in  e v er y  g e n e r a t i o n  o n  t h e
N e g r o  the y w is he d  t o  s e e , "  a n E t hi o p i an  woman e l o q u e n t l y 
articulated for th e c l a s s  the psychological
intersubjectivity that a l l o w s  r a c e s  to  a cc ep t  the ir lo t
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e pr e se n c e  o r  absence of  b as ic  privileges
b a s e d  o n  t h e c o l l e c t i v e l y  a c ce p t e d n o t i o n  tha t th e human
c o n d i t i o n  m i gh t  v a r y  w i t h  th e c o l o r  of  the s k i n . 

By this, time in the course we in the class were learning
o u r s e l v e s  to  "b a t t l e  pa s t  [o u r ]  p e r s o n a l  an d  hi s t o r i c a l 
l i m i t a t i o n "  t o  ac h i e v e  "u n d i s t u r b e d  di r e c t  ex p e r i e n c e , " 
t h e  hero's task in Campbell's T h e  H e r o  w i t h  a  T h o u s a n d 
F a c e s ,  a task that is to lead to the rebirth of society.

At the end of the course we rather spontaneously had a
songf e s t .  Ne l l y  b r o u g h t  i n  a F r e n c h  s o n g  s h e  tr a n s l a t e d 
a b o u t  t h e  m a s s a c r e  o f  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t 
o f  t h i s  c e n t u r y .  T h e  s o n g ,  D o n n a ,  D o n n a ,  D o n n a , 
o r i g i n a l l y  i n  Y i d d i s h  ab o u t  t h e  Ho l o c a u s t  wa s  a l s o 
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s h a r e d .  T h e  cl a s s  s a n g  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  m e  W o o d y  Gu t h r i e ' s 
f o l k  s o n g :  Th i s  la n d  is  y o u r  la n d ,  th i s  la n d  is  my  l a n d , 
b u t  in c l u d i n g  a ve r s e  I  on c e  he a r d  su n g  by  a fo l k - s i n g e r : 

A s  I was walking, I s a w a sign
A nd  o n  t ha t s i n g  i t  s a i d  n o  tresspassin';
B u t  o n  the o t h e r  s i d e ,  it  didn't s a y 
n o t h i n ' - T h a t  s i d e  w as  m a de  f o r  y o u  and  m e ! 

When w e  s a n g  th e c h o r u s  a g a i n  I c o u l d n ' t  h e l p  feeling
t h a t  h e r e  w a s  t h e rebirth of  s o c i e t y  i n  o u r  m i c r o c o s m , 
a m i cr o c o sm  o f L o s Angeles, b y  shattering t h e  cu l t u r a l 
b a r r i e r s  a nd  th ei r transformation i n t o  t h e  p o rt a l  of  a
new a w a r e n e s s . 

REFERENCES

B a l d w i n ,  J .  ( 1 9 6 1 )  A f l y  i n  b u t t e r m i l k .  I n :  N o bo d y 
k n o w s  m y  n a m e :  m or e n o t e s  of  a n a t i v e  s o n .  N.Y.:
D i a l .  P u b l i s h i n g  C o . 

C r a w f o r d ,  J .  ( 1 9 8 9 )  B i li n g u al  e d u c a t i o n :  hi s t o r y , 
p o l i t i c s ,  t he or y  and  p r a c t i c e .  T r e n t o n ,  N.J.: C r a n e 
Publishing C o . 

D e n n i s ,  J .  ( 1 9 8 7 )  Experiences. N e w b u r y  Ho u s e . 

H u s s e r l ,  E .  ( 1 9 7 7 )  C a r t e s i a n i s c h e  Meditationen.
H a m b u r g :  F e l i x  M ei ne r  V e r l a g . 


